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Learning the Basic Skills of Media Studies and Research
(@FEROBHN - AE]

The purpose of the first-year seminar is to acquire the most basic skills necessary to successfully fulfill all the degree requirements in
media and communications studies. While each professor may use different methods, approaches, or teaching materials, the fundamenta
aim remains the same.

With this common purpose in mind, this class will focus on acquiring the basic skills of media studies and research. In particular, the
students will practice their ability to conduct group work, group discussions, presentations, etc.
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As explained above, the purpose of the first-year seminar is to acquire the most basic skills necessary to successfully fulfill all the degree
requirements in media and communications studies.

More specifically, this class sets out the following objectives.

1. To be able to locate English and Japanese articles on interesting topics, and to introduce them to other students in the class.
2. To be able to discuss article topics with other students each class period.

3. To be able to do group work with other students.

4. To be able to write reports about your chosen topic.
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#1 Introduction(online)

#2 Personal presentations 1 ,the newspaper project presentation 1(online)

#3 Personal presentations2,the newspaper project presentation 2(in class)

#4 Personal presentations3,the newspaper project presentation 3(online)

#5 Group work presentations(1,2,3,4,5,6)(in class)

#6 Personal presentations4,the newspaper project presentation 4(online)

#7 External lecturer's lecture(the newspaper project)(in class)

#8 Personal presentations5,the newspaper project presentation 5(online)

#9 Personal presentations6,the newspaper project presentation 6(in class)

#10 Personal presentations7,the newspaper project presentation 7(online)

#11 Personal presentations8,the newspaper project presentation 8(in class)

#12 Personal presentations9,the newspaper project presentation 9(online)

#13 Group work presentations (1Incident report,2Social Problem Report,3Sports Coverage) (in class)

#14 Personal presentations10,the newspaper project presentation 10(online)
#15 Group work presentations(4Advertisement,5Political and International News,6Editorial)(in class)

Class structure

We will hold 5 of our 15 classes in person. The teacher will let you know beforehand, via ToyoNet-Ace, which classes we will hold in
person.Note however that in person classes may change back to online classes if the Covid-19 situation worsens again. Just like in the
spring semester, we will hold online classes by Webex. These will be two-way classes, allowing participation between students and the
teacher, just like in-person lessons.Students who are unable to join the in-person classes will be able to join online. Please speak to the
teacher for more information.
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This course will take place both online and in person, alternating each week.Following university regulations, students who are unable to
join in class meetings will be able to attend class online.

1.The instructor will teach you how to acquire academic skills by referring to the material each class and assigning tasks that will deepen
your understanding of the content.

2.The instructor will guide your work on the task, whether you are in a group or working individually.

3.The instructor will also provide feedback and advice.

4.The instructor will show you how to revise and develop the products of your work.
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Before each class meeting, complete the suggested assignments, which may include readings, collecting related materials and data, and
preparing agendas and PowerPoint slides. In some cases, group work will be expected.

After each class meeting, reflect on what you have learned in class to ensure that you have acquired the basic skills of searching for
materials, preparing agendas, and how to make a presentation.Students have to study 3 hours every week.
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Personal presentation 20%

Group work presentation 30%

Papers and other materials submitted 40%

Students’ grades will not be affected if they cannot attend the in person class if 1) they tell the teacher before the class, and then 2) either
attend online or complete replacement homework. If you cannot participate in a presentation, please speak with the teacher first.
Evaluations shall be conducted based on the grading criteria of Toyo University.

Those who are absent from more than 1/3 of class meetings shall fail the course.
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None
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New York Times, Asahi Shinbun, Yomiuri Shinbun
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